THE SACRIFICE BUNT
AWORTHWHILE STRATEGY OR NOT ?

Few strategies elicit as much emotion and con- game. Managers in the North Star league will of-
troversy as the sacrifice bunt. Some people woulcten ask their hitters to bunt even in the firstimgn
argue that the sacrifice bunt pre-emptively kills a Does an early run and a lead help produce wins?
plethora of rallies, while others might argue that Or do the odds favor going for the big inning
skilled, accomplished bunter creates more runs early? Is bunting a runner from second to third a
and more wins than swinging away does.. Asis wise move? Should a hitter be asked to sacrifice
often the case in baseball, fans can argue such with one out already on the board?
things until they are blue in the face, but withaut To answer these questions, the managers have

detailed and thorough analysis of thembers to ask himself questions like: How good a hitter is
there is simply no way of knowing wherein the  at the plate? Who is the batter on deck? How well
truth lies. does the opposing team’s players field the ball? Is

Arguments for the sacrifice are, “Itis a good  the hitter a good candidate to hit into a double
strategy to put a run on the board as quickly as play? In general, there are a wide variety of skill
possible,” or, “Late in a close game, getting a sin agility, speed and athleticism in the amateur evel
gle run can be critical.” Those arguing against a that make sacrifice bunts a viable option at times
sacrifice believe, “Outs are too precious to wdaste when the pros would
or, “A sac bunt is a rally killer, period.” probably not find it

Statistics show that at the pro level of badebal strategically sound.
the sacrifice is a strategy in decline. Apparerdty,  Essentially, there is
that level the managers have been convinced tha no answer to the ques
the hit-and-run and the three run homer produce tion of whether a sacri
more offense. At the amateur level, it appears the fice bunt is a good
the sacrifice bunt is still an often employed strat strategy, but like most g
egy. strategies in baseball, JEE

Most fans will probably concede a sacrificens a when to bunt is always
acceptable if not expected strategy late in a close something to discuss

and second guess.




Central. The rest of the division learned the

Saints are human, but with most of the interdi
sion games yet to be played, the race is stilewi
open. Part of the reason D-C is on top is becau
the lead the league in team batting average at .
and is second in lowest ERA with a 2.16 mark.
Matt Bergstrom, John Riewer, Brent Opsahl, C¢
Flick and Justin McKinley carry batting average|
above .300 and Riewer leads the league in RBI
with 14. Eric Hansen’s 4-0 record is the best of pitcher to date.

D-C became the last team in the league to I
' s“lu,s 1a game, but still held a commanding lead in t

The Huskies hold down second place, sportindpds ERA in the
league at 1.18 with Adam Padnos posting a 0.84 BRi&.Katzenmeyer
and Brooks Albrecht have molded averages abovewdthOLuke Klitzke
and Jordan Schwarze also hitting well. Klitzke e#te league in two

baggers with 5.

The Lakers have been outslugging most of thgiosition though the
early part of the schedule. Nick Johnson, MarcunZ&ody Decker, Todd
Fuller and Chad Raiche are all hitting well abd3@0. Maple Lake may
need to improve their mound stats as they headlet@entral division
games on their schedule.

Tyler Carlson is setting the league on fire vettb67 average. Derek
Brant and Nick Volkman are also among the leaddiith Joe Barbaln
and Adam McGrane pitching well and the potent lipehat St. Michael
can put on the field, it would be no surprise #ytstill make a move up
in the standings. A couple of back to back 6-5dsgs Buffalo and Loretto
have hurt their early season record, especiallgidening these were the
kind of games the Saints always seemed to pullastityear.

The A’s inability to mount an offense has droghpleem to the bottom of
the division and the bottom of the hitting statistiThe only team with no

to climb back in to the race and hopes their 12aqutburst against Albert-
ville that ended a 4 game losing streak will sghrkbats the
rest of the way.

W L GB
DC 9 1 “
Hutchinson 6 3 2.5
Maple Lake 6 4 3
St. Michael 4 4 4
Delano 5 6 4.5
Player AB R H Ave
T Carlson StM 30 12 17 .567
E KatzenmeyerH 21 6 11 .524

B Albrecht Hut 37 13 17 .459
M Bergstrom DC 25 12 11 .440
J Riewer DC 32 8 14 .438
D Brant StM 18 7 .389
N Johnson ML 40 15 .375

3

5
B Opsahl DC 35 6 13 .371
N Volkman StM 27 9 10 .370
M Zahn ML 37 4 13 .351
C Flick DC 23 3 8 .348
L Klitzke Hut 26 5 9 .346
J McKinley DC 33 12 11 .333
J Schwarze Hut 34 10 11 .324
C Decker ML 31 8 10 .323
T Fuller ML 19 6 6 .316
C Raiche ML 42 7 13 .310
2B Leader HR Leader
L Klitzke, Hut 5 J McKinley, DC 2

J McKinley, DC 4 T Thode, Hut 2

RBI Leader 3B Leaders

J Riewer, DC 14 T Carlson, StM4
T Thode, Hut 11 B Albrecht, Hut2

IP WL K ERA
32 3-1 23 0.84
30 4-0 31 1.20
31 2-1 31 201
33 11 20 2.18
28 2-1 18 3.54

Pitching Leaders
A Padnos Hut
E Hanson DC
J Barbeln StM
J Janzen Del
C Raiche ML

Batting League Team League
Average Rank E.R.A Rank
DC .316 1 2.16 2
St. Michael .293 3 2,71 4
Hutchinson .284 1.18 1
Maple Lake 277 6 3.66 7
Delano .201 15 4.55 10

"Yogi's been an inspiration to me; not only be
cause of his baseball skills but of course for t

enduring mark he left on the English language
Some of the press corps even think he might he

my speechwriter."




W L GB
Loretto 7 3
Maple Plain 7 4 5
Mound 3 8 4.5
Albertville 2 10 6
Rogers 1 9 6

The Larks held on for an 8—6 win over the DiamoreVils to take over the

top spot in the East. Nate Triplett started onntteeind and contributed
4 hits to power Loretto to victory. The Larks curilg have he longest
winning streak in the league at 5 games and thensklsighest batting

Player AB R H

K Koch Lor 36 6 16

E Schutte Lor 42 10 18

Br Scanlon Lor 38 16 16

N Triplett Lor 19 2 8

P Sycks Md 32 9 13

P Olson Alb 26 3 9 .346
A Grinde Alb 29 5 10 .345
Z DeMars Rog 36 6 12 .333
P Harrell Md 31 6 10 .323
L Gregg MP 47 8 15 .319
R Jaunich Alb 22 3 7 .318
A Gregg MP 41 8 13 .317
J Jarvis Alb 35 3 11 .314
R Pawelk Lor 33 6 10 .303
E Kutz Md 40 2 12 .300
R Hejna Md 20 2 6 .300
D Kerber Alb 30 3

2B Leader HR Leader

L Gregg, MP 6 A. Gregg MP 2
T Klaers Alb 5

RBI Leader 3B Leaders

K. Koch, Lor 12 E.Schutte, Lor 2
E. Schutte, Lor 10

Pitching Leaders _ IP_ WL K ERA

McPherson MP 29 2-1 15 1.84
P Schumacher Alb 26 2-1 20 2.08

average at .297. The four top hitters in the Best_arks; Kent Koch,
Eric Schutte, Brandon Scanlon and Triplett. EribiBte became one of the few
to hit for the cycle when he accomplished the &ggtinst Albertville in Lorettos
8-4 win on June 10th. On the mound, Nick Koch aurgs to eat up a lot of in-
nings and stands 3-1. If Triplett’s continues td aitching depth, look for Lo-
retto to stay at the top of the division. Coincitddlly, also on the weekend of
June 10th, Herb Koch, Sr. was knocked out on asamll in a run down play
and John Timpe took a foul ball in the head whdaching third that

gy caused him to leave the game.
9 300 The Diamond Devils have struggled to mount a céestffense, hit-

ting only .249 as a team, yet they are right intteels of the Larks and
look forward to seeing them again in their last gaohthe regular sea-
son. Adam & Lee Gregg continue to lead Maple Psaattack, but the unlike
recent years, no other Diamond Devils are on thddeboards.
D]:ﬂ The Mallards came up with the most surprisipget of the season
il by knocking D-C out the ranks of the undefeatecudtling all year to
keep opponents off the scoreboard, Mound’s Rob Mghrgot the start
and held D-C as the Mallards took a 6-4 decisi@tePSycks (.406) and Peter

Harrell (.323) top the Mound hitters, but their Iplem has been that
A their staff ranks last in the league in team ERA.

The Villains have 5 players, P. Olson, Andérsde, Rob Jaunich,
Jeff Jarvis and Dave Kerber averaging over .300tHmy are giving up
too many runs, yet they only need a couple of gtgitching performances and

P Sycks Md 24 11 6 3.80
N Koch Lor 43 3-1 17 3.95
S Bosacher Rog 25 02 8 54

the Villains could wind up in the battle for thipdace.

2 The Red Devils are experiencing expected figstrystruggles to win
games. Zach DeMars, with a .333 average, is theRogers player
over .300. Still, they have been competitive in tgzsnes and just

The best baseball nicknames of all-time:
1. The Splendid Splinter" (Ted Williams)

. "The Sultan of Swat" (George Herman

. Willie "Hit 'em Where They Ain't" Keeler
. "Hammerin' " Hank Aaron

. "The Big Unit" (Randy Johnson)
. "The Georgia Peach" (Ty Cobb)

. Mordecai "Three Fingers" Brown
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. Fred "Bonehead" Merkle
10. Walter "Big Train" Johnson

might surprise a team or two down the stretch.

Batting League Tea League
Babe"Ruth) Average Rank AR  Rank
Loretto .297 2 3.87 9
Maple Plain .249 10 3.32 5
Mound .243 12 7.44 15
Albertville .236 13 6.71 14
Rogers .202 14 .676 13

. "The Yankee Clipper" ("Joltin' Joe" DiMaggio)




find more info at

www.northstarleague.org

W L GB _“The desi_gnated hitter ruIe:;

"' is like letting someone else;’

Howard Lake 9 3 ... | " take Wilt Chamberlain's
Buffalo 7 4 15 o free throws."

Rockford 7 6 25 | . -RickWise(1974)

Monticello 3 6 4.5 e
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The Orphans lead in the West shrunk after alecnfdosses, one coming
at the hands of the hard charging Bull Dogs of Bloff Only one loss sepa-
rates those top two teams with a rematch schedsdech team’s last game
on July 15. Howard lake continues to get stronghiity with Jake Streich
owning the lowest league ERA at 0.34. Ben Borrdll9), Matt Donovan
(.389) and Aaron DeMarais (.341) top th battingrage charts for the Or-
phans.

Three of Buffalo’s losses have been by oneanohthey recently ran off
a string of close wins against some of the beshsea the league; Howard
Lake, Maple Plain, St. Michael and Delano. Ed Geadk the West in av-
erage with Ramon Vega and Tyler Olson on the lebdard. Corey Braun,
Anthony Schulze, Ramon Vega and Cox have kepBtheDogs in every
game with their work on the mound.

Rockford continues to be the most improved t@athe league surpass-
ing their 3 wins of 2006 and having a legitimatarte to finish at or
above the .500 mark this year. Cole Hansen is\gitd32 with Niles
Lewin, Ryan Rassat, Jimmy Rassat and Dusty Li¢léfall above .300.

Ryan Rassat is tied for the division RBI lead wifhand Jason Lesser again
leads the league in innings pitched with 50 innings

The Polecats have four hitters on the leader bleartly Chris Hardie at
409, with Ryan Michaelis and Matt and Mitch Loaggrall above .320.

Monticello plays a lot of close games that seetnet@ecided by one bad
inning or one late inning run.

Billy Aho at .333 and Ryan Swendra at .316 heednly Kings above
.300. Kingston did show some offensive prowessefeating Mound 15-5
as Mike Emerson, Adam Barnaal and Aho each picletthree hits.

Batting League Tea League

Average Rank ER Rank
Rockford .283 5 3.76 8
Howard Lake 273 7 2.60 3
Buffalo .259 8 3.39 6

g Kingston .252 9 5.93 12
XS Monticello 246 11 4.73 11

Player AB R H Ave
E Cox Buf 23 3 10 .435
C Hansen Roc 44 13 19 .432
B Borrell HL 43 11 18 .419
C Hardie Mon 22 4 9 .409
R Vega Buf 32 8 13 .406
Donovan HL 18 2 7 .389
MichaelisMon 25 4 9 .360
N Lewin Roc 45 8 16 .356
R Rassett Roc 34 4 12 .353
JRassatt Roc 44 6 15 .341
A DeMaraisHL41 5 14 .341

B Aho Kin 42 6 14 .333
Littlefield Roc 39 8 13 .333
T Olson Buf 39 8 13 .333
Mt LoegeringM 28 3 9 .321
Mi LoegeringM 25 3 8 .320
R Swendra Kin 19 0 6 .316
2B Leader HR Leader

N Lewin, Roc 4
J Stueven, HL 4
DeMarais, HL 4

RBI Leader

R Rassat, Roc 11

DeMarais, HL 11

Pitching Leaders

Fontana, Roc 1

R. Vega, Buf 1
M Daugs, Roc 1
K Evenski, Kin 1

3B Leaders
J Stueven, HL 2

IPW L K ERA

J Streich  HL
C Braun Buf
J Lesser Roc
B Dietz Kin
A Stein Mon

29 3-0 27 0.31
24 1-0 25 0.75
50 3-3 29 3.42
22 1-2 15 450
25 1-1 13 456



