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MVP RACE

We're vastly approaching what I would call the 2/3 mark of the season with some teams at 15
games, and some at 11. We usually pull season stats here right when teams take a little break
from league games over the 4th of July, so I don't have the up to date stats in front of me, but
I've been paying attention all year and these are the guys sticking out to me in the race for
the Dick Traen MVP race.
Keenan Hodgkin (Loretto)
Keenan finished the 2021 season as the
Runner-Up in the MVP race, and he's
picked up where he left of last season.
Actually, he's just extending his fabulous
college season with Bethel, where he
started 44 games and hit .349 with 38 RBI,
and 16 doubles; and he's been the most
dangerous and consistent hitter for
Loretto here early on. If the Larks can get
hot in the second half, Hodgkin will be the
main reason why!

Kai Brisk (Buffalo)
There is always a few guys in the Bulldog
lineup who could win the league MVP, but
this season Kai Brisk would be the
frontrunner from the team as he leads the
league in 2B's, RBI, and the ever so
important GWRBI. Buffalo has 8 remaining
games and lot can happen with guys like
Haight, O'Donnell and Renshaw in the
lineup. The competition amongst
teammates is always a good thing!

Jack Paulson (Delano)
With Toby Hanson and Trevor Jaunich in
and out of the lineup with injuries the
Atheltics have been led offensively in 2022
by Jack Paulson. Paulson has been back
and forth between playing 3B, and SS on
top of being a setup man out of the
bullpen for Delano. Jack is currently
hitting .418, with 3 HR, and 21 RBI and one
of the biggest reasons Delano has found
themselves in first place this summer.

Hunter Malacheck (Maple Lake)
The North Star League is currenlty starting
to look like the days of old, where the best
pitchers are also the guys causing a lot of
damage at the plate. Hunter Malachek fits
that mold this year up in Laker land where
he's hitting .431 with 19 RBI and 19 runs
scored on top of being 4-1 on the mound
with a 1.89 REA and 49 K's.

Zach Kuseske (Hutchinson)
Much like Buffalo, pick your poison when
it comes to Hutchinson. This year the
young Zach Kuseske has stuck out as a top
dual threat in the league. Currently he is
leading the Huskies in hitting with a .447
Avg driving in 15 runs, and scoring 17 runs.
On top of all of that, Zach is 4-0 on the
mound with a 1.12 ERA, 1.12 WHIP with 28
strikeouts.

We had 2 barn burners this wek out near the Meeker-Wright County line. Loretto and
Cokato on Sunday, and Delano and D-C on Tuesday.
Dateline Brooks Lake on a fall like Sunday. Loretto put up a run in the 1st and 2nd, before
the Kernels countered with 4 in the bottom of the 2nd. Loretto quickly took the lead back
with a 4-spot of their own in the top of the 3rd. After 3 complete it was 6-5 in favor of the
road team. The Kernels were able to grab the lead in the 6th with 2 runs to take the lead 7-6.
Loretto got a much needed run in the top of the 8th to tie it at 7. The back and forth battle
ended with a walkoff single by Isaac Nelson in the bottom of the 9th for an 8-7 win. The win
also put the Cokato Kernels a game above .500 now sitting at 7-6 tied with Howard Lake for
6th place.
Just down the Bike Path on Tuesday night we had a good old fashioned slugfest between
Delano and Dassel-Cokato that feautured 24 runs, on 33 hits, with 10 extra base hits and 6
lead changes. The Athletics prevailed 13-11 scoring 3 in the top of the 9th before Jake Nelson
came in to close the door for Delano in the 9th to record the save. D-C had 19 of the hits
with Steve Boger leading the way with 4, followed by Noah Halonen, and Michael Leffler
with 3 a piece. Delano countered with Brady Miller going 3-for-5, and Jeff Althoff going 3-for6. Jackson Royer was able to pick up the win in the relief effort throwing 4 2/3 holding the
Saints to only 2 earned runs.

BLT's
Power Rankings
1. Hutch Huskiez
2. Delano A'z
3. Maple Lake Lakersz
4. Litchfield Bluez
5. HL Orphanz
6. Buffalo Bulldogz
7. Cokato Kernelz
8. Loretto Larkz
9. D-C Saintz
10. MP Diamond Devilz
11. Rockford Crowz
12. Waverly Stingerz

GAME OF THE WEEK
Wednesday, June 29 Maple
Lake at Litchfield 7PM
Optimist Park
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